
Core Questions in Philosophy: A Text With Readings, Elliott Sober, Prentice Hall PTR, 2001,
0130835374, 9780130835376, 580 pages. For introductory philosophy courses.Presented in an
engaging lecture-style format, this combined textbook-anthology leads students through a series of
discussions on the basic issues and ideas in philosophy, with lectures supported by related readings
from historically important sources. The discussions emphasize the logic of philosophical
arguments; and, in particular, how they relate to the content of modern physical and social sciences.
While the author's lecture approach lends this book a natural flow and sense of immediacy, it
comprises a fully integrated textbook with all of the traditional organizational and pedagogical
features, including chapter summaries, marginal notes, boxed inserts, discussion questions,
problems, test questions, a glossary, and bibliography.. 

Electronic Music Synthesis Concepts, Facilities, Techniques, Hubert S. Howe, 1975, , 272 pages. .

Philosophic Classics: Modern philosophy , Forrest E. Baird, Feb 22, 2010, Philosophy, 658 pages.
Esteemed for providing the best available translations, Philosophic Classics: Modern Philosophy,
features complete works or complete sections of the most important works by the ....

Consider Philosophy , Bruce N. Waller, Oct 1, 2010, , 494 pages. Offering a balance of theory and
applications through a mix of text and readings, Consider Philosophy begins with chapters covering
philosophical theory, each of which is ....

Psychology, Seventh Edition (High School) , David G. Myers, 2004, Juvenile Nonfiction, 740 pages.
This new edition continues the story of psychology with added research and enhanced content from
the most dynamic areas of the fieldÐ²Ð‚â€•cognition, gender and diversity studies ....

Philosophy of Religion Toward a Global Perspective, Gary E. Kessler, 1999, , 582 pages. This
anthology on philosophy of religion is unique in that it reflects the multicultural and global realities of
religious pluralism. In addition to readings dealing with Judeo ....

Colonial Latin America , Mark A. Burkholder, Lyman L. Johnson, 2004, History, 418 pages. Now in
its fifth edition, Colonial Latin America provides a concise study of the history of the Iberian colonies
in the New World from their preconquest background to the wars ....

Common Philosophical Terms , Lori Prentice Hall, - M Pearson Education, Bryan A Pearson,
Rebecca L Pearson, Nov 20, 2003, , 72 pages. A glossary of the most common terms to assist
students in their study and mastery of philosophy. It contains 431 terms students are likely to
encounter in their readings of ....

Reconstructing Marxism Essays on Explanation and the Theory of History, Erik Olin Wright, Andrew
Levine, Elliott Sober, 1992, Political Science, 202 pages. "Reconstructing Marxism" explores
fundamental questions about the structure of Marxist theory and its prospects for the future. The
authors maintain that the disintegration of ....



From a Biological Point of View Essays in Evolutionary Philosophy, Elliott Sober, Sep 30, 1994,
Philosophy, 255 pages. This new collection of essays will appeal to a readership that extends well
beyond the frontiers of the philosophy of science. Sober shows how ideas in evolutionary biology ....

Intelligent Design The Bridge Between Science & Theology, William A. Dembski, Jul 12, 2002,
Religion, 312 pages. Explains the theory of intelligent design and explains how it can link science
and theology by avoiding the traps of creationism and Darwinism..

Concise readings in philosophy , William H. Halverson, 1981, Philosophy, 447 pages. .

The Nature of Selection Evolutionary Theory in Philosophical Focus, Elliott Sober, Aug 15, 1993,
Philosophy, 383 pages. The Nature of Selection is a straightforward, self-contained introduction to
philosophical and biological problems in evolutionary theory. It presents a powerful analysis of ....

Readings on the ultimate questions an introduction to philosophy, Nils Ch Rauhut, Renee Smith,
2005, , 645 pages. Helps readers understand the issues and problems in philosophy by reading
original materials that demonstrate that philosophy is not about remote questions, but rather issues
....

Ethical Theory of Business , Professor Tom L Beauchamp, Norman E. Bowie, 1997, , 661 pages.
Revised and updated to meet the ethical challenges of today's business world, Ethical Theory and
Business presents a collection of readings that includes historical as well as ....

Philosophy The Basics, Nigel Warburton, 1995, Philosophy, 172 pages. Philosophy: The Basics is
the book for anyone coming to philosophy for the first time..

Simplicity , Elliott Sober, 1975, Language Arts & Disciplines, 189 pages. Attempts to show that the
simplicity of a hypothesis can be measured by attending to how well it answers certain kinds of
questions..

Unto Others The Evolution and Psychology of Unselfish Behavior, Elliott Sober, 1999, Philosophy,
394 pages. In Unto Others philosopher Elliott Sober and biologist David Sloan Wilson demonstrate
once and for all that unselfish behavior is in fact an important feature of both ....

Presented in an engaging lecture-style format, this text/reader focuses on the basic issues and
ideas in philosophy with lectures/discussions, supported by readings from historically important
sources. Discussions emphasize the logic of philosophical arguments and how they relate to the
content of modern physical and social sciences.

"I definitely think that the author wrote this book with the student in mind. Although the ideas
presented are difficult, the author does a great job in explaining the theories without 'tarnishing' the
philosophers theory. So many text ruin the power of the philosophical thought because they want to
make the idea 'understandable'. It is not the case in this text. I thought the explanations were spot
on." - Louis Howe, Jr., Central Connecticut State University

Elliott Sober is Hans Reichenbach Professor of Philosophy and William F. Vilas Research Professor
at University of Wisconsin-Madison. His research is in the philosophy of science, especially in the
philosophy of evolutionary biology. Sober&rsquo;s books include The Nature of Selection --
Evolutionary Theory in Philosophical Focus (1984), Reconstructing the Past -- Parsimony, Evolution,
and Inference (1988), Philosophy of Biology (1993), Unto Others -- The Evolution and Psychology of
Unselfish Behavior (1998, coauthored with David Sloan Wilson), Evidence and Evolution &ndash;
the Logic Behind the Science (2008), and Did Darwin Write the Origin Backwards? (2011). He won
the Lakatos Prize in 1991 and the American Philosophical Association named him Prometheus
Laureate for 2008. He has been president of the Philosophy of Science Association and the
American Philosophical Association (Central Division). He is currently president of the International
Union for History and Philosophy of Science (Division of Logic, Methodology, and Philosophy of



Science).

My work deals with understanding cooperation in humans. Since social interaction has a moral
element, I have been ineluctably concerned with philosophical ethics. Although I studied a fair
amount of philosophy in school, I did not study ethics, and I feel I have a rag-tag grounding in this
aspect of modern philosophy. This is why I obtained Sober's undergrad textbook, which is really an
intro to all of Western philosophy.

This book is nothing like my own introduction to philosophy, which consisted exclusively in reading
excerpts from the great philosophers of the past, accompanied by the professor's lectures, which
went 'way over my head. Now, my background was in math and physics, and I never read the
classics in those fields (you need a dictionary to understand these old guys, and their notation was
usually horrible). Sober's text is so refreshing! In each of the major areas of philosophy (he doesn't
deal with logic, philosophy of science, philosopchy of mathematics, and other specialized areas) he
provides a lucid overview as well as a critique of the various views and his own assessment of which
is correct and which is not. I agreed with him almost 100% of the time, and I found his analysis quite
cogent and lucid.

Sober's treatment of ethical philosophy gets five stars for exposition, but only three for analysic and
critique, in my view. I share Sober's deep appreciation for Aristotle and virtue ethics in general, the
major attraction of which is its self-characterization as a set of principles for leading the good life.
Virtue ethics thus avoids the utilitiarian/deontological problem: why should we be moral? For virtue
ethics, moral behavior is its own reward, the main problem being (a) have the fortitute and
self-discipline to behave morally, and (b) figuring out exactly what the moral thing to do is. If this
view is correct (I think it is) then the ethical theories of the past few centuries, virtue ethics aside, are
completely misguided. As to the content of morality, Sober correctly criticizes Aristotle for thinking
that virtue is unitary, when in fact his own conceptual framework is more consonant with the view
that there are many virtuous paths, and virtue is in part culturally specific.

Recently, there have been serious efforts to answer the question as to the content of morality by
treating moral discourse in much the same manner as communicative discourse: there are some
basic organizing principles, but basically there are many different moral discourses and our job as
scientists is assess their comunalities and differences, as well as modeling how moral discourses
diffuse, expand, contract, become extinct, mutate and emerge, etc. In this sense, ethical theory
should be like linguistics, where the structure of valid utterances are deduced from social practice,
not by the idle intuitions of professional philosophers. See, for instance, David Wong's Natural
Moralities: A Defense of Pluralistic Relativism. Read more &rsaquo;

I got this book for a philosophy class, but I'm going to keep at as reference. It doesn't get in-depth
into anything, but it serves as an excellent, if cursory, introduction to the field of philosophy. It
doesn't get dry as no one part seems to get rambling or long, and if you use the ideas discussed in
this book to have debates or real-life discussions about the philosophical issues discussed, you'll
never get bored or tired of reading it.

I gave it a four because at some points, it just seems to simplify certain issues or cuts off just when
things are getting really interesting. I feel that a few ideas are also misrepresented in the slightest
ways (or perhaps it's my fault for thinking of things differently than the author does). But this was a
perfectly good read... would recommend with limited reservations to anyone interested in
philosophy.

If you're buying this book for class, don't worry--it isn't that bad. Sober provides thoughtful analysis,
well-rounded arguments, and a good combination of analysis and primary resources. The only
complaint I have about the book stems from Sober's writing; if you're an English person, his constant
use of passive voice and "to be" verbs will drive you mad. Otherwise, a very good text.

This book is extremely slanted towards the authors opinion. While he does explain some concepts
very well, his arguments about creationism are one sided and fallacious. He states many of his



opinions as fact while most of them can not be backed up by any sort of Science. If you can ignore
all of the platitudes and just plain nonsense he tries to force down your throat then you may enjoy
this book. Otherwise, steer clear at all cost.

Presented in an engaging lecture-style format, this combined textbook-anthology leads students
through a series of discussions on the basic issues and ideas in philosophy. The lectures are
supported by related readings from historically important sources. Most of the lectures also contain
boxed material highlighting key concepts or related topics. The discussions emphasize the logic of
philosophical arguments--and in particular, how they relate to the content of scientific theories such
as evolution. While the author's lecture approach lends this book a natural flow and sense of
immediacy, it comprises a fully integrated textbook with all of the traditional organizational and
pedagogical features, including chapter summaries, marginal notes, boxed inserts, discussion
questions, problems, test questions, a glossary, and bibliography.

Just as valuable as Sober's lucid lectures are the sections of primary text that he liberally excerpts.
Generous portions of Sartre, Plato, Descartes, and Mill make this text a good way to get a feel not
only for the questions philosophers face, but the enormously varied styles with which they have
approached and written about them.

Seriously, this book is a great introduction to philosophical problems. The contents are divided into
four major sections, aside from a brief section introducing the reader to deductive, inductive, and
abductive arguments: 1). arguments for and against the existence of God, 2). Can we really know
anything, and if so, how do we know it?, 3). How is the mind related to the body, and do we have
free will?, and 4). Ethics. Sober takes an essentially unbiased approach to all arguments for and
against each perspective concerning each topic. There are arguably exceptions, however - for
instance, I received a hint of bias from Sober toward a functionalist/identity theorist account of mind
and brain (although he did admit there seems to be something special about conscious experience,
or "what it's like," that this type of explanation doesn't account for). Also, Sober is clearly against
subjectivism in ethics (and I totally agree with him, here).

I think Sober's explanations of some concepts are more laborious than they need to be. I don't mean
to sound flip, but I typed up a study guide (in complete sentences and paragraphs, mind you) in
which I summarized between 50-60 pages of Sober's section on ethics into a nice 10-page, 12-font,
single-spaced, packet.

If you're interested in some philosophical issues, and aren't taking a university course for which a
broadly-scoped textbook like this is mandatory, then you're likely going to want to seek out
information more specified to your particular area of interest (i.e. philosophy of mind). However, if
you'd like a basic "lay of the land" concerning the general questions modern philosophers explore,
and the methods with which they attempt to do so, then this book is a welcome read. Read more
&rsaquo;

This work is protected by local and international copyright laws and is provided solely for the use of
instructors in teaching their courses and assessing student learning. Dissemination or sale of any
part of this work (including on the World Wide Web) will destroy the integrity of the work and is not
permitted. The work and materials from this site should never be made available to students except
by instructors using the accompanying text in their classes. All recipients of this work are expected
to abide by these restrictions and to honor the intended pedagogical purposes and the needs of
other instructors who rely on these materials.

Nobody is smarter than you when it comes to reaching your students. You know how to convey
knowledge in a way that is relevant and relatable to your class. It's the reason you always get the
best out of them. And when it comes to planning your curriculum, you know which course materials
express the information in the way thatâ€™s most consistent with your teaching. Thatâ€™s why we
give you the option to personalize your course material using just the Pearson content you select.
Take only the most applicable parts of your favorite materials and combine them in any order you
want. You can even integrate your own writing if you wish. It's fast, it's easy and fewer course



materials help minimize costs for your students.

Our library is vast, and it's all at your fingertips. Create a custom book by selecting content from any
of our course-specific collections. Here, you'll find chapters from Pearson titles, carefully-selected
third-party content with copyright clearance, and pedagogy. Once you're satisfied with your
customized book, you will have a print-on-demand book that can be purchased by students in the
same way they purchase other course material.

Pearson Learning Solutions will partner with you to select or create eBooks, custom eBooks, online
learning courses, resource materials, teaching content, media resources and media supplements.
Simply share your course goals with our world-class experts, and they will offer you a selection of
outstanding, up-to-the-minute solutions.

Pearson Learning Solutions offers a broad range of courses and custom solutions for
web-enhanced, blended and online learning. Our course content is developed by a team of
respected subject matter experts and experienced eLearning instructional designers. All course
content is designed around specific learning objectives.

Call for papers: Disputatio invites the submission of first-rate articles and discussion notes on any
aspects of analytic philosophy (broadly construed), written in English or Portuguese. Discussion
notes need not be on a paper originally published in our journal. Articles of a purely exegetical or
historical character will not be published. All submissions to Disputatio are made by email to
disputatio@campus.ul.pt. Please read the instructions for authors under Submissions (on this
website).

Elliott Sober (born 6 June 1948, Baltimore) is Hans Reichenbach Professor and William F. Vilas
Research Professor in the Department of Philosophy at University of Wisconsinâ€“Madison.[1]
Sober is noted for his work in philosophy of biology and general philosophy of science. Sober taught
for one year at Stanford University and has been a regular visiting professor at the London School of
Economics. He earned his Ph.D in philosophy from Harvard University[2] under the supervision of
Hilary Putnam. His work has also been strongly influenced by the biologist Richard Lewontin, and he
has collaborated with biologist David Sloan Wilson. Sober has been a prominent critic of intelligent
design.

Sober has served as the president of both the Central Division of the American Philosophical
Association and the Philosophy of Science Association. He will be president of the International
Union of History and Philosophy of Science (Division of Logic, Methodology, and Philosophy of
Science) from 2012 until 2015.[3]

One of Sober's key fields of research has been the subject of simplicity or parsimony in connection
with theory evaluation in the philosophy of science. To this end he published Reconstructing the
Past: Parsimony, Evolution and Inference (1988) and, subsequently, a number of influential articles
in mainstream philosophical journals.
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