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Located at the northern edge of the semi-arid Cappadocian steppe, Hattusha was the capital of the
Hittite Old Kingdom, and later Empire, from ca. 1650 BC to ca. 1200 BC. The city measures
approximately 1.3 miles (2.1 km) north-south and 0.7 miles (1.1 km) east-west in size, and its
elevation slopes down from 4,100 (1250 m) in the south to 3,120 feet (950 m) in the north. On the
northwest is the modern village of Bo&#287;azkale (formerly named Bo&#287;azköy).

In the Early Bronze Age, ca. 2000 BC, Hattusha was settled by Hattians, a people indigenous to
north-central Anatolia. An Old Assyrian merchant colony, or karum, like the one at Kultepe/Kanesh,
was established here in the 19th-18th centuries BC (Middle Bronze Age). The Hittites arrived in the
17th century BC, and their first king was named Hattusili (ca. 1650-1620 BC), which means “one
from Hattusha.” The Hittites established an empire centered at Hattusha in the 14th-13th centuries
BC. Most of the city’s excavated remains date to the reign of Tudhaliya IV (ca. 1237-1209 BC).

The Hittites referred to Hatti as “the Land of a Thousand Gods.” At Hattusha, archaeologists have
discovered thirty-one temples, the largest of which is the Great Temple, located in the lower city at
the northern end of the site. The temple stands on a raised platform and measures 215 feet by 140
feet (65 x 42 m) in size. It was surrounded on all sides by 82 long storerooms. The entire complex
covered an area of 3.5 acres.

Located in the western wall of the upper city, the Lion Gate consists of a passage with parabolic
arches at each end flanked by rectangular towers. The entrance arches contain sculptures of
standing lions, from whence the gate received its name. The sculptures include such details as the
lions’ mane hairs and whiskers. A groove was cut into each side of the arch to allow chariot wheels
to pass through.



Yerkap&#305; is an artificial ridge at the southern end of Hattusha. Against the ridge, a trapezoidal
rampart was constructed which measures 820 feet (250 m) in length and is 265 feet thick at the
base (80 m). From the south, it has a 35-degree slope and rises 100 feet (30 m) above ground level.
Yerkap&#305; is the highest point in the city. Centered atop the rampart was the Sphinx Gate,
so-named because both of its doorways were lined by sphinx sculptures. The Sphinx Gate was
joined to a casemate wall that ran along the top of the rampart and joined with the Lion Gate on the
west and the King’s Gate on the east.

Description: Good in Good jacket. Hardcover. 8vo-over 7¾"-9¾" tall. Minor... Good in Good jacket.
Hardcover. 8vo-over 7¾"-9¾" tall. Minor edge and corner wear to the dj; price-clipped; lightly
scuffed and scratched; corners are lightly bumped and rubbed; some shelf wear; former owner's
name is written in ink on the ffep; overall a nice used first edition! Tan cloth with brown lettering on
the spine and a brown illustration on the front board. Dj is nicely preserved in a brand new protective
mylar plastic cover! 174 very clean unmarked and uncreased historical and informative pages nicely
enhanced by black and white illustrations and 30 pages of black and white plates! "Near the village
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